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, ,,-,Anchogage Bay is a relatively small -1ndentaxtion on the sauthem side of the

AL urtA\u

1 m:;af?aga,fhﬁet of water called Chignik Bay, which enters the: southeastarn coast
of the Alaska Peninsula near the Semidi :Islands, these islands and’ Chiriknf
further to seaward, lying due east - (magnetic) from the mouth of Chignik Bay." 1]

Chignik post~office 1s located at Anchorage Bay which derives its importance e

from its proximity to the valuable salmon fisheries in,.C’nigmik,Eago@on, a fow

miles further west, this being the nearest harbor for sea-going vessels.
A large cannery operated by the Northwestarn Fisheries campany is situated

here, while the cannery of the Alaska Packers Assooiation 1s on the eastern

side of the lagoon. The station ship of ‘the Associa:tion, upon which the crew .

and supplies for the ‘season -were brought to- Klaska and upon which. the 'qu:c‘e' o

returned.in the fall with the paoked product, ‘was' moored hera throughout the ,season

at the point dindicated by the anchor marked "Balclutha"’ the na.me«of the ship :
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Anchorage Bay 2

Thé country is generally mountainous, the peaks a little becic from the coast

being sharp, rocky pinnacles while the summits near the shore are lower and

rounded in outline and are covered with grass, moss and sometimes low bushes.
These lower hills often look as though they were composed of molded drift

but that they are really formed of solid rock rather thinly coversd with soil is
shown by the sections exposed at the coast 1ine, from which they rise in lofty
cliffs which are all nearly vertical and which sometimes actually overhang. ‘
A series of such cliffs, at the northern ends of as many spurs from the main ‘
a..is of uplift and separated by low valleys, forms the southern side of Chignik
Bay and furnishes a marked characteristic of the landscape.

The rock 1ies in nearly horizontal strata which are frequently of strengly
contrasting colors, some bands being of a very light gray tint while others ’
are composed of a an inky black and very hard rock which, when seen from a |

distance, much resembles coal.

The shores are'generally quite bold and no breaers were avserved except
upon the beach itself or upon the drying reef which extends from 'Engle Rock',
at the western point of the entrance to Anchorage Bay. As a rule, the beach
is covered with heavy shingle or with still angular fragments of rock which
have fallen from the cliffs too recently to have been rounded by wave action.
In some places the beach is a solid table of rock swept clean of all loose
material, or nearly so. |

It would appear tmt the coast 1ine recedss slowly through the undermining of

the cliffs by the sea and the fqll of large and small fragments to the beach
to be milled into shingle by the force of the sea. There seems to be a ten-

dency for the shingle to travel along shore to the southwestward, probably as
a result of heavy easterly storms which are frequent in this region, resulting

in the formation of the shingle spit which forms the eestern point of the en-

trance to Anchorage Bay , its sheors continuing in a direct line with that below
the cliffs for about a mile before the entrance to the bay is reached. The _
outer shore of this spit is the shoalest rart of the apiroaches to the harbor.
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Anchorage Bay

There are no forests in this region, but the lower sloves of the nills are

sometimes covered with densse brush and scattersd clumps or single bushes ars
to be seen in some places. There is no cultivation of the land in the ordi-
nary sense of the term, but there are some very small vegetable pardens.

The only business is the salmon packing and the only means of communication
is by water.

There seem to be no special dangers in the apuroach to the anchoraze so long
as a reasonable distance from the shore is preserved. As the snirance is near-
1y a mile wide at its narrowsst part, there should be no difficulty in <esping
in tre fairway, but care should be taken not to aprroach the shingle spit closely.

Few vessels visit this bay except the ships of the two cannery comerniss
and the mail steamer 'Dora", which calls here on hor monthly trips from Valdez
to Unalaska and return. Ons or two revenus cutters may call during the rac+ing
season and small trading or fishing vessels may sometimes see< harbor hers.

Whern approaching the entrance to Chignik Bay from seaward ths prominent
headland called Castle or Tuliumnit Point will easily be recognized by its
peculiar castellated formation. It is composed chiefly of lignht colorea roc<
varied by bands of black and has been worn into many curious ninnacles and
buttresses. From one point of view, several small cinnacles give the effect
of a group of men standing on the summit.

West of Castle Point lies Castle Bay, quite a large sheet of water, whicn
seems to have been unexplored. Westward from Castle Zay, four ridges ssparated
by low valleys extend to the shore, where they terminate in bold cliffs.

Stil! further west is another prominent headland, which forms the sastern point
of Chignik Lagoon. As this is approached, anothsr shorter and lower ridce
comes into view to the eastward of the former. This ridge, forming the

division between Anchorage Bay on the east and Doris or Mud Zay on the west

is the fifth of the series of six ridess west of Castle hay.
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Anchorage Bay is not distinctly made out until nearly abreast of it, when
the smoke stacks of the cannery and the masts of any largs vassels in narbor
will be seen across the shingle ispit at the entrance. 'Eazle Rock" is a con-

spicuous detached rocky islet over 80 feet in height and standing upon the
reef of rocks which extends for a distance of nearly ©00 meters Irom the bluff

point at the western side of the entrance. This reef driss at low water of

spring tides and partially at every low water and has uvon it a second, but
smaller, islet about 100 meters from Fagle Rock and nearly midway ostween it
and the outer end of the resf. To the westward of this reaf the shore is foul
for some distance from the beach and should not be closely approached.

Chignik Bay is generally deep and the soundings taken seem to indicate that
the bottom is so irregular that the lead would probably be of couparatively

little service in entering in thick weather, at any rate in acdvance of a rsgular
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survey.




NGV 15 1907

B S
ng & Engraving -

o




